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Background

• Requests for special events to consume alcoholic liquor in parks 
are increasing.

• State statutes and City Code prohibit the consumption of alcohol in 
most city parks.

• However, K.S.A. 41-719 allows the City to exempt any property for 
which they hold the title through an exemption from City Council. 

• For each special event exemption, an amendment to Title 4 of the 
City Code must be made by the Council.

• Some, but not all parks allow consumption of CMB and 6% alcohol, 
but exemptions have to be made for any other types of alcoholic 
liquor.
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Analysis

• A proposed change of the ordinance would exempt all Park 
property from the prohibition of consumption of alcoholic liquor for 
special events, under the following conditions:
1) Occasions where a community event permit, temporary entertainment district 

or common consumption permit is issued have been approved by City 
Council;

2) If a community event permit is not necessary under the City Code, criteria of 
Park and Recreation policy are met and written permission by the Park and 
Recreation Director is obtained;

3) A license for the sale of alcoholic liquor has been issued by both the state 
and city, or a licensed caterer has provided proper notification; and

4) Any property subject to a lease/land or facility usage agreement have the 
conditions for consumption of alcoholic liquor set forth in such agreement.
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Analysis, cont.

• This process is in place for five parks and all open public property 
(excluding streets, sidewalks and alleyways) within the downtown 
area as set by Section 4.04.045(b) of City Code.

• If adopted, the proposed amendment would eliminate the need for 
exceptions brought to City Council for particular events on a case-
by-case basis.

• Policy would stipulate the same permitting criteria as currently 
exists: map of consumption area, detailed security arrangements, 
road closures if necessary, insurance, and necessary licensing 
fees.

• Presented to the Park Board on June 10. Park Board, Park and 
Recreation Staff and the Police Department support this proposal.
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Process

1. Interested parties fill out a Community Event Application.

2. If the criteria are met for a Community Event, Arts & Cultural 
Services will coordinate with the event promoter.

3. If it does not meet the criteria of a Community Event but is a 
special event on Park property, it will be forwarded to Park and 
Recreation staff for coordination.

4. If the event will be serving/selling alcohol, the Park and 
Recreation Director must provide written approval in accordance 
with Departmental policy.
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Financial/Legal Considerations

• Sale of alcohol in parks may increase permit fee revenue obtained 
through the City Licensing Office to the General Fund, but is 
expected to be minimal.

• Amendment prepared and approved as to form by Law 
Department.
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Recommended Action

• It is recommended that the City Council place the ordinance on first 
reading and authorize the necessary signatures. 
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